
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL RESOURCE AND EDUCATION CENTER OF FLORIDA – HOLOCAUST LESSON PLANS 
 

Lesson Title: _ The Ghettos: Diaries and Speeches 

Lesson Details: 

Unit: The Final Solution: The Transition to Mass 
Murder/Genocide 
 

Duration: One to two 45-50 minute class periods, not 
including extension activities 

Lesson Notes for Teachers: 

The Nazis destructive policies toward Jews evolved over time, especially with the changing circumstances brought 
about by the war.  The German conquest of Poland brought millions of Jews under Nazi rule.  They decided on a policy 
of control and exploitation through concentration.  Beginning in October 1939, The Nazis began to establish ghettos 
where Jews would be required to live and where they would be easily accessible for forced labor.  In the larger cities, 
these ghettos would eventually be walled in, effectively imprisoning the population.  The ghettos were ostensibly 
governed by the Judenrat (Jewish Council), but this was mostly an illusion.  Nazis chose Jewish leadership councils only 
to facilitate the implementation of their harsh measures.  These leaders had few resources and little opportunity to 
help their people.  Furthermore, the ghettos were highly unstable.  Nazi edicts were arbitrary and capricious.  
Deportees from Western Europe were crowded in, as were residents of smaller ghettos whose populations were 
absorbed into larger ones.  Conditions deteriorated rapidly, with many dying as a result.  The beginning of the end 
came for the ghettos starting in the spring of 1942, as the Nazis began the process of deporting Jews to death camps.  
The ghettos were never intended to be the “Final Solution”, but they represent the beginning of the mass killings of 
Europe’s Jews. 

Design Questions/Lesson Focus/Marzano Elements: 

1. Why did the Nazi occupiers decide to pursue a policy of creating ghettos for Jews in eastern Europe between 
1939 and 1943?  Why did they eventually decide to eliminate the ghettos? 

2. How did Jews respond to the conditions in the ghettos? 
3. How did Jews understand the role of the ghettos in the Nazis’ policy of occupation and destruction?  How did 

that understanding grow and change over time? 
4. How did non-Jewish people in occupied territories respond to Jewish ghettos and to the plight of Jews in their 

areas? 
 

_X_ Introducing New Knowledge DQ2 
Main Element: 6 Identifying critical 
content 

_X_ Deepening or Practicing DQ3 
Main Element: 17 Helping students 
examine similarities and differences 

_X_ Generating Hypotheses DQ4 
Main Element: 22 Engaging students 
in cognitively complex tasks involving 
hypothesis generation and testing 

Focus Standards/Benchmarks: Please note – These lessons are designed to be flexible for use in a variety of Florida-
approved middle and high school Social Studies and ELA courses. With minor adaptations, the activities described in 
the lesson may be used in a variety of settings. Only a few of the standards and benchmarks listed below will be used 
in any particular class. Teachers should choose the main skill and content standards/benchmarks that are most 
applicable for the courses they teach. 

LAFS.K12.R.3.8-Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the 
reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 
LAFS.K12.R.3.9-Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to 
compare the approaches the authors take. 
SS.912.A.6.3 Analyze the impact of the Holocaust during World War II on Jews as well as other groups. 
SS.912.W.7.6 Analyze the restriction of individual rights and the use of mass terror against populations in the Soviet 
Union, Nazi Germany, and occupied territories. 
SS.912.W.7.8 Explain the causes, events, and effects of the Holocaust (1933-1945) including its roots in the long 
tradition of anti-Semitism, 19th century ideas about race and nation, and Nazi dehumanization of the Jews and other 
victims. 
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Daily Learning Goal and Scale (Student-friendly language) 

Students will use primary source documents to understand the events and conditions in the Nazi-created ghettos for 
Jews in Eastern Europe and will evaluate the responses of Jews to the circumstances to assess the effectiveness of 
their responses for individual and group survival and for encouraging resistance. 
 

2.0 Simpler Content 
Students will: 

1. Compare primary source 
accounts from people living in 
the ghettos. 

2. Identify adverse conditions in the 
ghetto based on the diary and 
speech excerpts. 

3. List the responses of ghetto 
inhabitants to the conditions for 
effectiveness and possible 
alternatives. 

3.0 Target   
Students will: 

1. Analyze primary source accounts 
from people living in the ghettos. 

2. Analyze the conditions in the 
ghetto based on the diary and 
speech excerpts. 

3. Evaluate the responses of ghetto 
inhabitants to the conditions for 
effectiveness and possible 
alternatives. 

 

4.0 More Complex   
Students will: 

Evaluate the responses of people in 
the surrounding areas to the 
existence of ghettos for Jews and to 
the terrible conditions therein to 
assess whether there was the ability 
to offer aid and the willingness to do 
so. 

Create a model system of response 
that would build capacity for victims 
and potential helpers to work 
together to respond effectively to 
situations in which forced isolation 
and segregation provoke untenable 
living conditions. The model should 
take into account political social, and 
economic challenges that would need 
to be overcome to achieve lasting 
success. 

 

Formative Assessment Strategies/Monitoring for Desired Effect: 

• Teacher observation and questioning of groups and individuals at each step of the instructional process and 
during transitions between activities. 

• Teacher use of probing and redirecting questions based on the selected text readings of diaries and speeches. 

• Student written and oral discussion responses to the “Discussion Questions from the Primary Source Readings”  
handout questions. 

 

Lesson Sequence: 

Introduction/Hook: (May be done with students as a whole class or organized into small groups for discussion.) 
 
Tell students that they will see and hear an interview excerpt from a Holocaust survivor who had been in the Lodz 
Ghetto.  His name was Joseph Morton.  The excerpt offers a description of ghetto conditions and the attitudes of the 
people imprisoned there. This video testimony may be accessed from the USC Shoah Foundation’s iWitness website. 
(http://iwitness.usc.edu/SFI/BrowseTopics.aspx) From the main page, search for the term, “Ghetto Life” and select 
the testimony excerpt from Joseph Morton.  It is 2 minutes in length.  If you want to access the full testimony, you will 
have to register with the site.  Registration is free for teachers and will give you access to many full testimonies as well 

http://iwitness.usc.edu/SFI/BrowseTopics.aspx
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as educational materials and activities.  Give yourself a few days to register and become familiar with the site prior to 
teaching this lesson. 
 
Play the video selection. 
 
Ask students to summarize Joseph’s interpretation of ghetto conditions, including what they think Joseph considered 
to be the worst of the problems he faced. 
 
If you plan to devote only one class period to this lesson, then use the video for introduction purposes only.  If you 
plan to use two class periods, then you may extend the discussion of Joseph’s testimony to explore his interpretation 
of ghetto conditions and to compare his testimony with some of the other survivors who spoke about the ghettos.  
There are 11 others accessible through the main portal of the USC Shoah Foundation’s iWitness website. 
 
Instruction Steps: 

1. Introduce the activity by telling students that they are going to learn about the ghetto from people who were 
there.  Three of the quotes were from men keeping diaries in the Warsaw Ghetto.  The first was written by a 
teacher named Avraham Levin.  Emanuel Ringelblum, the famous diarist of Oneg Shabbat, wrote the next 
two.  The final quote is an excerpt of a speech given by Chaim Rumkowski, head of the Lodz Ghetto. 

2. Read the quotations aloud or have students read them silently. 
3. Pass out the worksheet and allow students time to complete the questions. 
4. Discuss the responses in class. 

Adaptation/Differentiation Strategies: 

The teacher may divide the reading selections into smaller chunks and check for understanding at key points. 
The teacher may use non-text sources (such as videotaped testimonies) to supplement student understanding of the 
texts. 
The teacher may identify key terms in the texts and introduce this vocabulary prior to the lesson. 
The teacher may provide the students with basic background information about the ghettos at the beginning of the 
lesson to help students successfully interpret the texts. 
 

Extended Learning: 

1. The text The Holocaust: A History of Courage and Resistance contains five excellent chapters that deal primarily 
with the ghettos.  They are chapters 5,7,10, 14, and 15.  Hopefully, you will have enough class time available in 
your unit to allow students to read them all.  The discussion questions at the end of each chapter are also good.  
You could also divide the class into five groups and have each group report to the class on the subject of one 
chapter. 

2. The video entitled “Nightmare: The Immigration of Joachim and Rachel” is a brief look at the ghetto experience 
through the eyes of two children who escape.  The style of the film is a bit quirky, and uses flashbacks for dramatic 
effect.  It can be a good vehicle for helping students review what they know about the ghettos.  At several points 
in the story, events occur that illustrate the main points of the text chapters and featured quotations. 

3. Students may wish to do independent research on the ghettos.  There are many good internet resources for this 
project.  Some of the best are: 

• www.ushmm.org (enter the search term “ghettos” for multiple resource pages) 

• http://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/ghettos-under-the-nazis/  

• https://fcit.usf.edu/holocaust/timeline/ghettos.htm  

• http://www.theholocaustexplained.org/ks3/life-in-nazi-occupied-europe/ghettos-an-

http://www.ushmm.org/
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/ghettos-under-the-nazis/
https://fcit.usf.edu/holocaust/timeline/ghettos.htm
http://www.theholocaustexplained.org/ks3/life-in-nazi-occupied-europe/ghettos-an-overview/#.WTRsBGjyvIU
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overview/#.WTRsBGjyvIU  

• http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/ghettos/  

• http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/ghettos-during-the-holocaust  

• http://www.yadvashem.org/holocaust/about/ghettos/daily-life  

4. Students may also wish to study the writings of young people who kept diaries and wrote from the 
perspective of the ghetto.  Many excerpts from teen diary writers may be found in Salvaged Pages: Young 
Writers' Diaries of the Holocaust by Alexandra Zapruder.  You may find a video presentation (the 
documentary film developed by MTV, I'm Still Here: Real Diaries of Young People Who Lived During the 
Holocaust) of dramatic readings from some of these diaries at https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-
library/video/im-still-here (Note to teachers: You must sign up at the website of Facing History and Ourselves 
and sign in to view the video through this source.) 

5. The website of the Holocaust Memorial resource and Education Center of Florida also contains a section, 
entitled “This Week in History” that highlights teen diary writers, organized by the week in which an entry was 
written.  Many of the pages are devoted to teens who wrote from the perspective of the ghetto.  These pages 
may be found at http://www.holocaustedu.org/education/research/this-week-in-history/. 

 

Resources and Materials: 

1. The USC Shoah Foundation’s iWitness website - http://iwitness.usc.edu/SFI/  
2. Handout: “Ghetto Primary Source Readings # 89, 102, 105, and 129” reprinted from Documents on the 

Holocaust. 
3. Worksheet: “Discussion Questions from the Primary Source Readings”   
4. The text – The Holocaust: A History of Courage and Resistance 
5. The video: “Nightmare: The Immigration of Joachim and Rachel” 

 

http://www.theholocaustexplained.org/ks3/life-in-nazi-occupied-europe/ghettos-an-overview/#.WTRsBGjyvIU
http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/ghettos/
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/ghettos-during-the-holocaust
http://www.yadvashem.org/holocaust/about/ghettos/daily-life
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/video/im-still-here
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/video/im-still-here
http://www.holocaustedu.org/education/research/this-week-in-history/
http://iwitness.usc.edu/SFI/

