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Lesson Title: Introduction to the Final Solution – “Ambulans (The Ambulance)” 

Lesson Details: 

Unit: The Final Solution: The Transition to Mass 
Murder/Genocide 
 

Duration: One 45-55 minute class period, or two class 
periods if including the extension activity 

Lesson Notes for Teachers: 

“The Ambulance” was one of the first cinematic responses to the Holocaust.  It was made in Poland shortly after 
World War II.  It was almost lost due to deterioration before it was transferred to videotape. 

In style, The Ambulance is a “trigger film” – a short creative work designed to elicit a powerful emotional response.  In 
one way, the film is realistic.  It depicts an execution carried out in a mobile gas van disguised as an ambulance.  In 
reality, the Nazis used vehicles of this type in the occupied territories to the east of Germany.  They were 
camouflaged, but not as ambulances.  In spite of this element of realism, this film is best studied as a work of art.  It 
uses plot devices such as foreshadowing and symbolism.  Students may interpret these devices as they would in a 
short story.  In the process, they will view the Holocaust from a new perspective. 

One more benefit of using a film such as “The Ambulance” is that it creates the opportunity for students to consider 
major issues connected to the Final Solution without using graphic images of Nazi brutality, such as the film shot by 
Allied forces during the liberation of concentration camps. Graphic images should be used sparingly, if at all, to teach 
about genocidal mass-murder.  Teachers will not want to traumatize sensitive students, nor will they want to 
desensitize them with the use of these images.  Teachers should also make sure that the use of graphic images 
doesn’t inadvertently dehumanize the victims in the eyes of students. 
 

Design Questions/Lesson Focus/Marzano Elements: Please note – These lessons are designed to be flexible for use in 
a variety of Florida-approved middle and high school Social Studies and ELA courses. With minor adaptations, the 
activities described in the lesson may be used in a variety of settings. Only a few of the standards and benchmarks 
listed below will be used in any particular class. Teachers should choose the main skill and content 
standards/benchmarks that are most applicable for the courses they teach. 

1.  What conditions are necessary for genocide to be possible? 
2.  How can the natural scruples/values of people be overcome to make their participation in genocide possible? 
3.  What role does bureaucracy play in the commission of genocide? 
4.  What role does business play in the commission of genocide? 
 

_X_ Introducing New Knowledge DQ2 
Main Element: 6 Identifying critical 
content 

_X_ Deepening or Practicing DQ3 
Main Element: 17 Helping students to 
examine similarities and differences 

_X_ Generating Hypotheses DQ4 
Main Element: 22 Engaging students 
in cognitively complex tasks involving 
hypothesis generation and testing 
 

Focus Standards/Benchmarks: 

LAFS.68.RH.1.7-Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other 
information in print and digital texts.  
SS.912.A.6.3 Analyze the impact of the Holocaust during World War II on Jews as well as other groups. 
SS.912.W.7.6 Analyze the restriction of individual rights and the use of mass terror against populations in the Soviet 
Union, Nazi Germany, and occupied territories. 
SS.912.W.7.8 Explain the causes, events, and effects of the Holocaust (1933-1945) including its roots in the long 
tradition of anti-Semitism, 19th century ideas about race and nation, and Nazi dehumanization of the Jews and other 
victims. 
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Daily Learning Goal and Scale (Student-friendly language) 

Students will analyze the film, “The Ambulance” to compare it to the actual events during the Final Solution and to 
evaluate the message it conveys about human behavior and responsibility in a time of genocide. 
 

2.0 Simpler Content 
Students will: 

1.    List events portrayed in The 
Ambulance and real events that 
occurred during the Final 
Solution phase of the Holocaust. 

2.    Identify symbols and cinematic 
plot devices used in the film.  

3.    Describe the film’s function as a 
vehicle for informing viewers 
about the Final Solution. 

 

3.0 Target    
Students will: 

1.    Compare events portrayed in The 
Ambulance with real events that 
occurred during the Final 
Solution phase of the Holocaust 
to identify similarities and 
differences. 

2.    Analyze how symbols and 
cinematic plot devices are used 
to communicate the film’s 
“message”. 

3.    Evaluate the film’s effectiveness 
in informing viewers and 
communicating ideas about the 
Final Solution. 

 

4.0 More Complex     
Students will: 

Evaluate primary and secondary 
source documents in conjunction 
with the film to create a theory to 
explain how perpetrators and victims 
are manipulated in a genocidal 
environment.  

Formative Assessment Strategies/Monitoring for Desired Effect: 

• Teacher observation and questioning of groups and individuals at each step of the instructional process and 

during transitions between activities. 

• Teacher use of probing and redirecting questions based on the film after viewing or at key stopping points during 

the film. 

• Student written and oral responses to the handout, “The Ambulance: Discussion Questions”. 

• Exit slip: At the end of the activity, have students complete the statement: “The events in the film might have 

turned out differently if ___________________________________ (character in the film) had 

_____________________________________________.” (how this character might have behaved differently) 

Evaluate your response.  How much of a difference do you think this change would actually have made? 

Lesson Sequence: 

Introduction/Hook: (May be done with students individually or organized into small groups.) 
Show students a photo of an ambulance and ask them to respond to the following questions: 

1. What is the purpose of this vehicle?  How do you know this? 
2. What assumptions can you make about the people inside of this vehicle? 
3. What assumptions can you make about its destination? 
4. If you are driving on the same road as this vehicle, how are you required to respond to it? 

 
Instruction Steps: 
1.     Inform students that they will be watching an early film made about the Holocaust.  Prepare them for the splices 

and sound quality by telling about how the film was almost lost. 
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2.      Also inform students that the film uses a mixture of realism and symbolism to make its point. 
3.      Pass out The Ambulance – Discussion Question Worksheets 
4.      Preview the questions with students so that they will be better prepared to write answers after the film. 
5.      Show the film (approximately 10 minutes) 
6.      Allow students sufficient time to answer the questions. 
7.      Discuss student responses to the questions. 
 

Adaptation/Differentiation Strategies: 

The teacher may stop the video at key points to check for student understanding. 
The teacher may identify key terms related to the events portrayed in the video prior to use and introduce this 
vocabulary prior to the lesson. 
The teacher may provide the students with basic background information about the historical events portrayed in the 
video prior to viewing (Einsatzgruppen killings, the Final Solution, the use of gas vans). 
 

Extended Learning: 

As an illuminating contrast to the film, pass out and read with students the May 16, 1942 memo by SS 
Untersturmfuhrer Dr. Becker regarding the maintenance and proper use of the gas vans.  Discuss the following 
questions: 
1.      Dr. Becker makes note of four problems with the use of the gas vans.  What are they? 
2.      What do you find most disturbing about this memo? 
 
To do further research on the invention and use of mobile gas vans in the Final Solution, students may consult the 
following web pages: 
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/gassing-victims-in-the-holocaust  
http://www.yadvashem.org/odot_pdf/Microsoft%20Word%20-%206236.pdf  
https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10005220  
 

Resources and Materials: 

1.      The Ambulance video (may be accessed from YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W9U57W02UNo 
– be aware, however, that Holocaust deniers are present on YouTube, so don’t be surprised if you encounter 
denial posts in the comments section.  This film was never intended to be a documentary depicting gas van 
executions.  It was an artistic exploration of the subject, using symbolism and other cinematic techniques to 
express meaning.)  

2.      TV/DVD or other projection devices 
3.      Handout: The Ambulance – Discussion Questions 
4.      Handout: SS Untersturmfuhrer Dr. Becker’s Memo regarding the gas vans (for the extended activity) 
 

 

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/gassing-victims-in-the-holocaust
http://www.yadvashem.org/odot_pdf/Microsoft%20Word%20-%206236.pdf
https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10005220
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W9U57W02UNo

