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1
2 Narrator :

It has been more than 70 years since the beginning of the Nazi reign of terror, the killing of six million Jews and five million others, the devastation of families, communities and cultures. 
Tragically, the Holocaust was not the first, nor has it been the last, genocide. 

3 In Turkey in 1915, more than a million people were killed in a genocide.

4 In Cambodia more than two million people were killed in 1975.

5 In Bosnia, 1994, more than 200,000. 

6  In Rwanda in 1994 nearly a million people were killed.

7 In Darfur, the genocide which began in 2003 and continues today, nearly a half-million people have been killed. Think of that. 
8 We can’t even imagine what these numbers mean, these enormous numbers of men, women and children.  We will never know how different the world would be if they had survived… 9 what could they have contributed to humanity?  10 We only know that those who died were someone’s wife, mother, sister, daughter; 11 husband, father, son, and brother.  12 Each one had a special place in this world. 13 Each one has been killed.

Yet, even in the worst of events, there are a few honorable people who are willing to do the right thing. 
14 Heroes? Most of us would use that word, but these courageous people reject that term. I would certainly call them that.  But you will hear them say. Me? A Hero? I wasn’t being a hero. I just did what I knew was the right thing. 

So let me suggest a term, a new word that identifies someone who is willing to stand up against evil.  15 Let’s say upstander. … a person who stands up, who speaks out, who refuses to let injustice go unchecked.

Irena  Sendler 


16 I am Irena Sendler. I was a Polish Catholic social worker living in Warsaw in the 1930s and working for urban Social Welfare Departments.


17 Beginning in 1939, when the Germans invaded Poland, I began helping my Jewish friends, neighbors and clients by offering them food and shelter. Eventually, my friends and I created over 3,000 false documents to help Jewish families. We knew it was very risky—in German-occupied Poland, all household members risked a death sentence if they were found to be hiding any Jews.
18 As an employee of the Social Welfare Department, I had a special permit to enter the Warsaw Ghetto, to check for signs of typhus and other diseases.  


19 Through my visits, I was able to organize the smuggling of Jewish children from the Ghetto, carrying them out any way I could -- in boxes, suitcases, ambulances and carriages, even disguising them as packages. The children were placed with Polish families, at the Warsaw orphanage of the Sisters of the Family of Mary, or in Roman Catholic convents and parish rectories. I hid lists of their names in jars, in hopes that when the war was over they could be returned to their families


In 1943, I was arrested by the Gestapo. I was brutally tortured and sentenced to death. My friends saved me by bribing German guards on the way to my execution. I had no choice but to go into hiding. 


20 After the war, I dug up the jars containing the children's identities and began an attempt to find the children and reunite them with their living parents. Sadly, I found that almost all the children's parents had died at the Treblinka extermination camp. But those beautiful children – 2, 500 of them! – were saved.
Paul Rusesabagina - 




21  I am Paul Rusesabagina. I never intended to be a humanitarian. I was a hotel manager during the hundred days of genocide in Rwanda. 


I am Hutu, my wife is Tutsi. We had identification cards, and those labels, Hutu or Tutsi, were on those cards. Those words determined our rank in society and the privileges we could have. 22 We had to carry those cards with us all the time, just like the Jews were forced to do in Europe during the Holocaust.  Our government was run by Hutus.  Tutsis were legally discriminated against in schools, government, and jobs.  My wife faced discrimination just because she is Tutsi.   


One night in April 1994, the President of Rwanda died when his airplane was shot down. That was when the killing started.  23 Hutus murdered Tutsis and their sympathizers. They hacked them to death with machetes and clubs. Pastors killed church members, church members killed pastors. Husbands killed wives. Students and teachers killed one another. Neighbors killed neighbors. Nuns and priests killed people who had fled to churches for safety. There are no words to describe the horror.

24 I moved my family into the Hôtel des Mille Collines for safety. Other families just like mine came to the hotel looking for help. I couldn’t turn them away. 


We were sheltering almost a thousand people by the end of the genocide. Everyday I thought we all were going to die. The whole country smelled of dead bodies.  We could hear a buzzing sound everywhere and realized it was the sound of flies as they swarmed on all the corpses. 25 By God’s grace, all those who stayed with us, lived.  Many of you know my story from the movie “Hotel Rwanda.”


The genocide took away nearly a million people in a hundred days.  The whole world closed their eyes and ears and left us alone to this nightmare. People must listen. People must open their eyes.

Dr. Ho Feng Shan – 
26 Good evening. I am Dr. Ho Feng-Shan. I was born in China to a family without wealth, and my father died when I was very young. I had to count on hard work and diligence to succeed. And succeed I did, earning a university degree in my native China, and eventually earning a PhD from the University of Munich. 

27I started a career in the Foreign Service and began serving as Counsel-General in Vienna in 1939. This was just after Germany annexed Austria, and through Hitler’s decree the 200,000 Jews living there lost their citizenship. They rightly feared what might happen to them under Nazi rule. 

28 Jews could leave only if they had documents proving their eligibility, like a boat ticket or a visa issued by another country. Tragically, nearly all nations shut their doors, claiming that they had to observe quotas, or requiring paperwork that didn’t exist. Even people who had connections and resources were trapped.  

29 It was a simple decision for me. I ignored the orders from my superior and I began issuing visas to Shanghai for any Jewish person wishing to leave. I kept in contact with religious and charitable organizations who were trying to make escape possible. I used every means at my disposal, knowing full well I was violating China’s official policies. Eventually thousands, including people who had already been jailed or sent to camps, benefitted from my help. 
30 After my death, my deeds were honored by Yad Vashem, identifying me as Righteous Among the Nations. My greatest reward, however, was that I was able to live my life knowing I had done the right thing.  
Erin Mazursky – 
31 I am Erin Mazursky. As a college student in 2004 I became one of the co-founders of Students Taking Action Now: Darfur, a campus organization completely run by students. It became the model chapter for the international non-profit, STAND: A Student Anti-Genocide Coalition. 32 As executive director of STAND in its founding year, I worked to expand STAND's presence on high school and college campuses, which grew to more than 700 active chapters worldwide because of my efforts. It  now has over 1000 chapters, and the organization has become one of the leaders in anti-genocide advocacy today. 
33 I think the activists of today are different from the activists of thirty years ago during the Vietnam era.  We understand that chanting and holding rally signs can only go so far.  We have to engage the system, work within it, and hold it accountable. That’s true at every level, whether you are talking about international politics or bullying on school playgrounds.  
34 Genocide persists, at least in part, because we have not established the systems to stop or prevent it. Our mission is educating ourselves and educating others, particularly our elected officials.  To me, that’s part of the requirements to be a good citizen in today’s world. 
35 Citizen advocates don’t just provide “noise;” they provide solutions and government accountability.  They help to prioritize our greatest challenges.  Activism is about taking it upon ourselves to actually do something about a problem.  I have dedicated my life to this goal. I want to make sure that “ending genocide” is not a slogan, but a reality. 
 
Hans Scholl -- 

36 My name is Hans Scholl. Like most young Germans, when I was fifteen years old I joined the Nazi Youth group. 37 I quickly became a leader in my troop, much to my father’s disappointment. My father was the mayor of our small town and made it clear that he strongly disapproved of the new Socialist regime. 
Father was jailed for saying something negative about Hitler to an employee, and I myself was arrested and jailed for several weeks for joining an unapproved boy’s club. It did not take me long to become disillusioned with what the Nazis stood for, and I was determined to fight back. 

38 At the University in Munich, I met some like-minded students. We decided to call ourselves “The White Rose”, and began creating pamphlets that protested the actions of our government and urged people to resist. When my younger sister Sophie joined us at the University I tried at first to keep our efforts hidden from her, but she soon found out and eagerly volunteered to help. 

39 From the very beginning we knew our lives were at risk. Everything around us was carefully monitored. Just getting caught buying large quantities of paper could lead to arrest. And everywhere there were people who were loyal to the government and more than willing to turn us into the authorities.


40 Still, we managed to distribute six pamphlets, sending them with trusted couriers to as many communities as we could. We even painted “Down With Hitler” and “Freedom” on walls at the university.  


But we knew it was just a matter of time before we would be caught, no matter how careful we were. 41  In February 1943, just nine months after our effort began, Sophie, our friend Christoph and I were arrested. In less than a week, we were tried, found guilty, and executed.

42  Was it foolish to take such risks? No, I assure you it was not. Fighting for what you know is right, even if it costs your life, is the only way to end injustice. 

Narrator:


43  These are people who made a difference

They stood up.  They each did what they could with the skills they had.  

44 These upstanders took enormous professional and personal risks. They reached out with helping hands. They spoke out, they wrote pamphlets, they reached out to help others. 
They told the truth, and paid a price for their courage.   And they saved lives. 
We cannot help wondering about the first day of any genocide. What if people of good conscience stand up and to say “We cannot let this happen.”


What if the friends, the neighbors, the employers and the employees of those first victims could stand up and to say “This is wrong, and it is my obligation to do something.”


45 What if, today, more of us were willing to stand up. Not just writing a single letter to a Senator, not just sending five or ten dollars to a rescue organization. Standing up in every way humanly possible. 
Irena Sendler: I stood up. There was never a question in my mind what I had to do – I knew I had to save those children at any cost.

Paul Rusesabagina: I stood up. I did not have wealth, or power, or fame. I had only my conscience telling me that the mindless hatred was wrong, and that I must embrace others and shelter them.

Dr. Ho Feng Shan -  
I stood up. I simply could not turn away from others who needed my help. We must listen to the voice of compassion that rests in all of us.   
Erin Mazursky  - I stood up. 
I realized that active, intense involvement was required, and that I could not be a bystander. 
Hans Scholl: I stood up. Even as young as I was, I knew that each of us has a moral obligation to use our time and talent and strength to end intolerance.

Narrator :  Never again. Never again. 
We say it. We believe it.
We must act upon it. 
We must stand up together. 

ALL:  We all have power. We can all end genocide.  STAND UP! 
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