Unit Two: Nazi Germany 1933-1941 — Introduction

Background Information for Teachers:

For the purpose of study, the Holocaust can be divided into two distinct time periods.

The first began on January 30, 1933 when Adolf Hitler became Chancellor of Germany and
ended on September 1, 1939 with the beginning of World War I1. The second period lasted until
Germany surrendered (May 8, 1945) and the Nazi era came to an end. Many people associate
the term “Holocaust”™ with the mass murder programs that began in 1941 (concurrent with the
German invasion of the Soviet Union), but it is equally important to carefully examine the pre-
war period. It was during the early years that the Nazis consolidated their power and created the
environment in which they would attempt to implement their racist ideology to its fullest extent.
Many lessons about prejudice emerge from this period with serious implications for today.

Main Paints;

1. The Nazis did not begin their murder program against Jews immediately upon their
ascension to power. Instead, they began a process that would eventually lead to that
goal. They spread their ideology through a comprehensive indoctrination program that
touched every area of German life. They also instituted a series of gradually increasing
restrictions against the Jewish community aimed at social and political isolation and
economic strangulation. Their goal, at first, was to force Jewish emigration through
progressive hardship and hostility. Physical violence tended at first to be sporadic and
localized. The Kristallnacht Pogrom of November 9-10, 1938 marked a turning point
because of the organized nature and national scope of the action.

2. The Nazis had three main goals for the new German society they sought to build:

a. They wanted to politically and socially unify Germany under the unquestioned
leadership of Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party. Individuality was to be subsumed
for the common good.

b. They wanted to strengthen and purify the “ Aryan master race” through population
growth and the application of eugenics principles.

c. They wanted to obtain “living space” (more territory) for Germany to ensure the
long-term growth and survival of their anticipated empire.

3. Thethree goalslisted above explain the reasons why, according to Nazi ideology, certain
people were considered unacceptable and were persecuted.

a. TheNazisimprisoned political opponents and religious dissenters because they
threatened the complete unity of the German people. Individuals who were
suspected as “politicaly unreliable” were always in danger, but groups that were
|abeled as opponents (i.e. — Social Democrats, Communists, Jehovah’s Witnesses,
etc.) were specifically targeted. The Nazis opened the first concentration camp
for opponents within two months of Hitler's becoming chancellor.



b. Handicapped Germans were sterilized or killed because they were considered a
drain on scarce resources and their offspring would supposedly weaken the Aryan
gene pool.

i) Jewsand Gypsies were considered racially inferior aliensliving in the
midst of the German people. Jews, in particular, were said to be eager to
pollute pure Aryan blood. They were subjected to continual slander,
discriminatory laws, acts of violence, and were pressured to emigrate.
Other measures, including genocide, would be used against them later.

ii) The Nazis considered German homosexuals to be asocial. They were
often incarcerated in concentration camps on this charge.

c. Citizens of occupied countriesto the east of Germany, particularly Poles and
Russians, were persecuted and sometimes killed because their countries were to
be absorbed into the new German empire. Thelir populations were to be
dislocated and reduced and would continue to exist only to serve the new order.
Of course, thiswould occur during the war, not during the period covered by this
unit. Nevertheless, intense social, economic, diplomatic, and military
preparations for war characterized this period.

The Nazis controlled al media outlets and carried on a continual propaganda campaign
to maintain support for their programs and for their ideology.

. The Nazis sought to take over all organizations that might serve asrival centers of

power. Other political parties were outlawed. Labor unions were disbanded and replaced
by the Nazi Labor Front. School curriculawere rewritten to inculcate Nazi ideology.
Y outh clubs were replaced by the various branches of the Hitler Youth. Through all such
groups, people were encouraged to spy on each other and to report “disloyalty”.

. Organizations that the Nazis could not directly control, such as the churches, they sought
to subvert through the influence of Nazi supporters from within. In cases where that
didn’t work, intimidation was also used.

. All Germans did not support the Nazis, but most did - enough to make their rule

possible. Some went along out of convenience rather than conviction. The consequences
of dissent made it difficult, though not entirely impossible, for opponents to engage in
resistance.

. During the 1930's, Nazi policies created arefugee crisis as many Jews sought to leave
Germany. Most nations expressed sympathy toward these Jews but refused to change

restrictive immigration policies. The Nazi |eadership was emboldened in their

persecutions by the lack of concrete action of the world community on behalf of Jews.



Nazi Germany 1933-1941 — Par allel Timelines
The Holocaust is generally considered to have begun on January 30, 1933 — the day Adolf Hitler
became chancellor of Germany. This may be true, but the Holocaust did not spring forth fully
formed on that day. It developed gradually over time and in connection with other events. This

activity is designed to help students understand the chronology of the pre-war years of the
Holocaust in the context of the strengthening of Nazi Germany.

Objectives:
Students will:

1. Interpret achronology of Nazi Germany from 1933 to 1939, identifying events of
significance to the development of Nazi control and persecution of minorities.

2. Create atimelineillustrating the strengthening of Nazi Germany.

3. Createaparalel timelineillustrating the Nazi persecution of Jews.

4. Create athird parallel timelineillustrating Nazi persecution of non-Jewish victims.
Materials:

1. Blank Timeline Assignment Sheet (Handout 1)

2. Holocaust Chronology Sheet (Handout 2 — 2 pages)

(Reprinted from the “Classroom Focus’ section of Social Education: Teaching About the
Holocaust, Volume 59, Number 6, October 1995.)

Procedures:
1. Passout the blank timeline sheet.
2. Passout the Holocaust Chronology Sheet.
3. Allow the students to complete the timelines, working individually or in small groups.

4. Conduct aclass discussion of student responses, proceeding chronologicaly. Ask
students to explain the reasons why they selected the items they included on their
timelines.

Extension Activity:

There is amuch more extensive chronology activity included in the “ Classroom Focus” section
of Social Education: Teaching About the Holocaust. It deals only with the progressive anti-
Semitic measuresin Nazi Germany, but in much greater detail. It could be used together with, or
as afollow-up to this assignment.



Nazi Germany 1933-1941 - Propaganda

Public opinion was very important to the Nazis. We often think of Nazi rule as a brutal
dictatorship. It was, but even a dictator needs supporters in order to be successful. This was especialy
true of Hitler, who valued propaganda for its ability to enhance his image and shape political views. The
most important fact about propaganda is that everyone doesn't have to believe it in order for it to be
effective. Propaganda, especially when it is pervasive, has the power to frame the public perception of
people and issues even for “non-believers’.

Objectives:
Students will:

1. Investigate the Nazi philosophy of the use of propagandato ascertain its methods and effectiveness.

2. Read brief excerpts of written propaganda regarding Jews and analyze the prejudicial attitudes they
conveyed.

3. View visual examples of Nazi propaganda and evaluate their likely emotional impact.
4. ldentify examples of the use of propaganda techniques in contemporary modes of communication.
Materials:

1. Nazi Propaganda PowerPoint Presentation (separate download on this website page)
2. Slide Presentation Notes (to assist teachers in the class presentation)

3. Presentation Equipment (capable of showing a PowerPoint Presentation from the CD ROM or
directly from the computer)

Procedures:

1. Introduce the idea of propaganda by asking studentsto brainstorm alist of examples (forms and
vehicles) of advertising. Compare attempts to persuade for economic purposes with attempts to
persuade for political purposes.

2. Introduce the presentation by challenging students to view the images and words asif they were the
intended audience. Ask student to also assess the likely impact of this propaganda on Jews and other
opponents of the Nazis.

3. Show the presentation. Thisisdesigned to be ateacher-narrated program, but feel free to depart
from the on-screen text and to invite student feedback. Discuss the impact of the words and images
asthey are on screen. Be sureto let students know that these are just afew of the thousands of
examples that were used by the Nazis.

4. Have students respond in their journals to one of these three prompts:

o “If you had lived in Nazi Germany and had disagreed with this propaganda campaign, how could
you have fought against it?’

e ‘“Imaginethat itis 1935 and you, as an American, have apen-pal living in Germany. Write a
letter to your friend seeking to persuade them to reject the Nazi message.”

o  “Which of the propaganda examples from today’s class did you find to be most powerful ?
Explain your choice.”

Extension Activities:

1. Ask studentsto keep a hotebook in a handy place at home and to make a notation each time they
encounter an attempt to persuade (not counting commercials). Discuss the resultsin class.

2. Have studentsdo library or Internet research to find other examples of Nazi propaganda.



Nazi Germany 1933-1941
Readings in Primary and Secondary Sources
“Krigtallnacht”: The Night of Broken Glass
By the night of November 9, 1938, German Jews had been experiencing social, political, and
economic prejudice for over five years. Still, some felt that the situation couldn’t get much worse and
that their best strategy would be to endure until the Nazi regime ended. Kristallnacht was a turning point
for Jews because it shattered those illusions. The extreme violence and the organized nationwide nature

of the supposedly spontaneous riots convinced many that the Nazis wouldn't be satisfied until the Jews
were completely gone. It was an ominous foreshadowing of thingsto come.

Objectives:
Students will:

1. Read textbook accounts of the Kristallnacht pogrom and surrounding events and will analyze their
cumulative impact on their victims.

2. Interpret primary source documents to supplement understanding of the events.

3. Evaluate the position of Jews within Nazi Germany based on the events and conditions described in
the readings.

Materials:

1. Tell Them We Remember: The Story of the Holocaust by Susan Bachrach

2. TheHolocaust: A History of Courage and Resistance by Bea Stadtler

3. Worksheet: “Kristallnacht: Discussion Questions from Readings’ (Handout 3)

4. Handouts. “Riots of Kristallnacht — Heydrich’'s Instructions, November 1938” (Handout 4) and
“Description of the Riot at Dinslaken” (Handout 5) from Documents on the Holocaust; Yad Vashem,
1981.

Procedures:

1. Introduce the topic of Kristallnacht by telling students that they are about to learn about a major
turning point in the development of the Holocaust. The readings will not only describe Kristallnacht,
but also events leading up to and coming after it.

Note: The wearing of the “yellow badge” was implemented at different times throughout areas
under Nazi control. It became law in occupied Poland before it was required in
Germany. The reason this chapter isincluded in the lesson on Kristallnacht is that the
first official suggestion that Jews should be labeled nationwide in this way was brought
up at ameeting of Nazi leaders held as afollow-up to Kristallnacht. Labeling can thus
be seen as part of this process of destruction.

2. Read aoud the section entitled “Night of Broken Glass’ from Tell Them We Remember: The Story
of the Holocaust.




3.

4.

5.

6.

Pass out the textbook The Holocaust: A History of Courage and Resistance and assign Chapters 2, 3,
and 4 for reading.

Pass out the handouts: “Riots of Kristallnacht — Heydrich’s Instructions, November 1938” and
“Description of the Riot at Dislaken”

Upon completion of the readings, pass out the worksheet “Kristallnacht: Discussion Questions from
Readings’.

Discuss student responses to the questionsin class.

Extension Activities:

The map on page 12 (map #6) in Holocaust: Maps and Photographs provides an excellent review of

the persecution of Jews up to 1938. This map-based review becomes even more powerful in
comparison with the map on pages 27 and 28 (map # 13) that shows the plight of Jews seeking to
leave Europe.

There is an excellent web-based presentation on Kristallnacht on the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum web site at www.ushmm.org. If you have classroom access to the Internet, you
may choose to explore this site asagroup. If not, you could recommend it on an individual basis.

There are a number of excellent fiction and non-fiction accounts of the events of this period. Many
of them are described in the two literature resource guides in the trunk. There is also an excellent
bibliography in the Teacher’s Guide from the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. Students
will greatly benefit from reading books (especially autobiographies) that provide a detailed, yet
personal perspective on this history.




Nazi Germany 1933-1941 - The Victims of the Nazis
Under Nazi ideology, there were numerous reasons why a person might be considered
unacceptable. People and groups that fit into this broad category could suffer various types of
discrimination at the hands of the Nazis.

Objectives: Studentswill:

1. Conduct research with a group of fellow students into the reasons various people and groups were
targeted for persecution by the Nazis.

2. Prepare material based on their research for a class presentation.

3. Compare their research results with those from other student groups to draw general conclusions
about Nazi persecution of minorities.

Materials:

1. The Other Victims by Ina Friedman

2. The “victim group” pamphlets and the mini-posters published by the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum (in the USHMM Packet in the trunk)

3.  The Documentary Photo Aids collections (in the trunk) Caution: Be sure to preview these photos.
Take out any you are not comfortable having students view or use.

4, Téell Them We Remember by Susan Bachrach

5. Triangles, Badges, and Stars: Remembering the Mosaic of Victims of the Holocaust

6. Any other materials from the trunk or any other available source to facilitate research.
7. Handout: Oral Report Summary Sheet (Handout 6)
Procedures:

1. Set up independent workstations in your classroom so students can use materials from the trunk to do
research and prepare their group project reports. Library and Internet sources can be used as well.

2. Introduce this activity by telling students that they are going to do research about different groups
that were persecuted by the Nazis. Also tell them that they will be preparing oral reportsto present in
class.

3. Inform students that each group report will consist of the following:

¢ ldentification of the targeted group (i.e. the handicapped, Gypsies, etc.)

e Explanation of the Nazis' disdain for that group (quotes from Nazi sources would be particularly
impressive)

e Explanation of the discriminatory acts used by the Nazis' against the group

e Brief descriptions of severa members of the group and what happened to them. First hand
accounts or recollections would be a great addition to this part of the report.



o Display of any visual aids that illustrate the material in the report (i.e. an appropriate photo from
the trunk collection, mini-poster set, map book, etc.)

4. Each report should last from 5 to 15 minutes depending on the amount of available material on the
selected group. Each member of the group should be responsible for one segment of the report
lasting from 1 to 3 minutes.

5. Allow students to group themselves by choosing a topic, or group the students yourself. Y ou will
probably want to keep the number of students in each group fairly even (perhaps 3-5 students
apiece). Using al the resources in the trunk, the greatest amount of information is available about the
following groups:

e The Sinti and Roma (Gypsies)

e Jehovah's Witnesses

¢ TheHandicapped

e  Homosexuals

e Poles

e  Children (as asub-group of persecuted groups)
The following groups also represent good choices, but may require outside sources to find enough
material:

e Black Germans

e  Christian religious dissenters

e Political opponents (i.e. members of the Social Democratic or the Communist Parties)

o  Membersof other national groups under Nazi occupation

6. Ontheday that you choose for the group presentations, pass out the “ Oral Report Summary Sheet”.
Instruct studentsto fill it out with brief responses during the oral reports.

Extension Activity:

Prejudice against many of the groups listed above was not unique to Nazi Germany and sometimes even
continued after its defeat. Students could do “follow-up” investigations into the conditions facing these
groups since the Holocaust, using a worldwide perspective.
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Handout 1
Name; Date: Period:

Nazi Germany Beforethe War — Parallel Timelines
Directions. Study the Holocaust Chronology handout carefully. Y ou will be making three timelines from the events on the handout. On the
first timeline, place seven events you think were important to the growth of Nazi military power. On the second timeline, place seven events
you think illustrate the worsening situation for Jews. On the third, place seven events you think were significant in the persecution of non-
Jewish victims of the Nazis. Y ou do not have to place an event in each year of the timelines, but you must not skip more than one
consecutive year on any of thetimelines. You will not place every event from the handout on the timelines. Choose the ones that seem most
important to you. Be prepared to explain why you chose the events that you used.

| 1933 | 1934 | 1935 | 1936 | 1937 | 1938 | 1939

Nazi Power

A

v

Persecution of
Jews

<
<

v

Persecution of
Other
Minorities

v

1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939



Handout 2

SrePrEN FEMBERG Sep. ENu:mib:gT.ﬂﬂwﬁnmcﬂi
Jews depeived of corenship.

193
Jan, 3 Hitler appointed Chancellor of 1936

Germany. Mac 3 jewish doctors no bonger permit-
Fob. 77 Reihtay fire. ted o practios o goereTiment imsttu-
Fob. 28 Hitler given emergency powers tions o Crermany.

ial decree. Mac T Nazi army enters Rhineland m

Apc % Formetion of the Gestapo
{Usehemme Siazizpoieze).

May 90 Public burning of books by Jews
and opponents of Meds.

Jul, 2 Comcordat mgned in Rome be-

Det 14 Germean withdrawal from the
Leagae of Narions.

Now. 12 Reichstag ebections; Nazis “win”
93% of the vote.

Dec. 1 Legal unity of German sate and
Nzl Party declared.

1534

Jan. B Teo=year nonaggression pact
signed with Poland

Jum. 30 Night of the Long Enives”;
Emsi Roshm, head of the 5A, is
murdered; 54 purged

hlg.lﬂdﬂld'ﬁﬂd!nt'mﬂ]{h&n—
burg; Hiter declares himself Foshrer
of the German state; armued foroes
are required to take a personal cath
of lovelty to Hitler

Dot -Mov. First major arrests of homo-
sexuals throughoot Germaoy,

1435

i 16 bn viokstion of Tresty of Versdlls
enilitary conscription introduced; no re-
sponse from other powers.

Apr. fehovah Wimesses bunned from
civil service jobs: many arresied
throughout Germany.

wiolation of ‘Treasy of Vemailles; no
response from other powers.

Jul, 12 First arrest of German Gypsies;
sent to Dachan

Aug. 1 In anticipation of 1936 Olympic
Games in Berdin, anti-Semite ams
remeved from most public places.

193

Jul. 18 Estsblishment of Buchemeald
ComcEniration camp.

Sep 7 Hitler repuciiares Theaty of Versaills.

Now, 25 Poltica] and militery pact
sigred by Germuany and fapan.

18

Mac 13 Anschluss: Austria & anniexsd
by Germary.

Jul. 615 Thirty-two countriss at Evian
Conference discuss refagee policies;
fat oouslres refuse 1o bet in more
Jewish refugees.

Aug. 17 All Jewish men in Cermrsmy will be
reqquined oo add “lerasl™ to their names;
all Jewish women will be required o
gdd “Sarah”

Sop. 8 Whumich Agreement is sgned by
Germany, France, Ty end Great
Britain; Crechoslovakia boses Sucde-
tenlamd 1o Gesmany.

Dct. 28 First deportation of Polish Jews
from Germamy.

Nov. 7 Shooting of Emst vom Bath a
low-bevel Nam fonctonary, m Pars
by Herschel Grynazpan, a Polish Jew.

Mau, 9 Krneleeoht® 3 nstionwide
pogrom; LM fews sent 0 concen-
fration Camps.

MNov. 12 Fine of 1| hilbon recfemard:
levied on Jews of Germany,

Now. 15 All Jewish children expelled
from public schooks.

Dec. 2-3 Gypsies in Germany required
10 regiter with pelice

hﬂwmiuvndzcﬂd:tuﬂuﬂkh;
no immediate response from other

POWErE.

May 15 Bavensbruck concentraton
camp for women established,

dun lewinh refiypess aboard the 55 &
Ly deried] emitry to the Unnited States
el Cubm; forced to retum o Eorope.

Aug. 23 Hither-Stalin Pact signed.

Sep. 1 Germany invades Poland; Waorld
War [T beging.

Sep. 2 Stutthof moncentration camp es-
tablished m Paland

Sap. 3 Britain and France declare war
on Germany.

Sop. 2 Bembard Heydrich (55) onders
esimblishmenit of i and con-
centration of Palish Jews.

Sep. 28 Partition of Poland between
Crermany and USSR

Det. Hitler suthonizes “suthanasia pro-
gram” (T-%) in Germany; doctons to
kil metitutonalized mentally snd
physically disabled

Det. B First Polish ghetio estsblished n

Sop. 27 Bextin-Biome Tolkyo Axs estshiished

Det 3 Anti-Jevrish ks passed by Vichy
povernment in France,

Dt 12 Estabhishment of Warsne Ghetto,

Mow. 15 Warsaw Ghetto s sealed,

Nov. 8 Hungnry, Rumaniz, and Sio-
wakn joln the Masgs and alians.

1881

Mar. | Hanmiler onders comstruction af
camp ot Birkenau (Auvschwicz IT);
construction beging i October 1941
anet continmes =td March 1942,

Mac 3 - # Ermbkow Ghetto established
amd sealded.



Mar. 24 MNazis invade MNorth Africa

Apr. § Mazis invade Yogostavia and
Gresce

Apr. 24 Lubiin Ghetro is sealed

Jun, 2 Operation “Barbarcssa” the
Mazi mvasion of the USSR

Jun. 3 Essatzgruppen begin their mass
murder of Jews, Gypsies, and Com-
mumst lesders m the USSE.

dul. 20 Minsk Ghetto established,

dul. 21 Hermann Goering gives Rein-
hard Heydnch the authority to pre-
pare a “total sobution” to the “jewish
question” in Europe.

Aug. 1 Baalvstok Ghetto estublished.

Sep. 1 "Buthanesia program” (1=} m
CGermany ended; betwesn 70,000 and
93,000 people had been murdered in
Cemmany during the course of this
prOgraTm.

Sap. 3 The first expermental passing of
Sowiet prisoners of war at Anschwitz.

Sep. 36 Two ghettos established ar Vilna

Sep. 1 German Jews required to wear
yellow badge m public.

Sep. 29-30 At Bahi Yar, 33,771 Kiev Jews
mrdered,

Det-Now. First deportation of German
and Aunstrian jews to ghettos in East-
=

Oct Construction of Mujdanek-Lubiin
exteranation G,

Nov. 1 Construction of Belzee exterm-
nation camp begins.

l.‘.'IIIEI.F.
Dec. 11 Germany and Italy declars war
on the United States,

19482

Jun. 20 Wannsee Conference (coordins-
ton of the "Fnal Sohstson” planned).

Fab. 8 First Jews from Salondks, Gresos
sent to Auschrite,

Mar. 1 Construction of Sobibor exter-
killed there n May 1942,

Mac 17 Killings begin ar Belzec extermi-
DAGOD CAmp,

Mar 2 First Jews from France =ent to
Anschwitz.

Ape. 28 Duich Jews ordered 1o wear yel-
kow badge.

May I7 Belgium Jews ordered to wear

CB Comier iops

yeliow badge.
Jun. 7 Jews m occupied France ordered

Jeers

Jul. Z2-8ep. 12 Mass deportations from
Wargaw Ghetto to Treblinks,

Jul. 28 Jewish fighting organization set
up in Ghetto.

Aug. 13-20 Majority of Croatian Jews
semit to Auschwitz

Dot 16 Over 1,000 Roman Jews are de-
ported to Auschwites

Neov. 24 Knowledge of the exterménation of
the Jews of Europe publichy announced
in U5 by Rabby Stephen 5. Wise.

1543

Jan. 18-22 First Warsaw Ghetto uprising
breaks ot

P, 2 Maris defeated & Battle of Stalingrad.

Feb. 26 First transport of Gypsies armve at
Auschwitz; Gypay Camp estshlished.

Ape. 19-May 16 Warsaw Ghetto opris-
myr; Jews resist Nams' effort to deport
them to death campe.
Jul 21 Himmiber orders the Bouidation
of sl ghettos n Polind and LSSE
Ang. 2 Inmate uprising at Trehlinks ex-
termingtion camp.

Awg. 16 Revolt in Bislystok Ghetto.

Dot. 2 MNazis attempt round-up of Dan-
ish fews; Daniah people me boats o
smnggle most Danish Jews (7,200} m
nerE Sweden,

Det. 14 Inmate revolt at Sobibor exter-
I, CHImp.

Det. 3 United MNatioms War Crimes

1044

Mat. 19 Nazis oconpy Hungary.

Apr. 5 Hungarian Jews ordered to wear
vedleror bracipe.

Apr. 7 Alfred Wetzler and Rudoli’ Viba
information sbout the saermination
of the Jews; ther report, from Slo-
vakia, reaches the free word m June,

May 2 First transport of Hungarian Jews
reach Auschwits; by July 9, over
437,000 Fungaran Jews are s=nt 0
Anschwite; most of them are gaased.

Jun. 6 Allied invasion of Normandy.

Jul. 2 Unsucosssful attempt made to
assassinate Hitler

Jul. M Soviet army liberates Majdanick
mﬂﬂﬂm

Aung. 2 Gypsy camp at Auschrwiiz de-
stroyed by Nazis: 3,000 Gypsies gassed

Oel 7 Prisoners blow up one of the gas
chambers at Auschwitz-Birkenau ex-
termination camp.

1945
hﬂb&mmﬂﬂm&mﬂ‘hﬂl
murches” toward Germany.

Jan 27 Soviet ammy herates Auschwite,

Apr. 11 American army fiberates Buchen-
wald concentration camp.

Apr. 15 Brtish army liberates Bergen-
Belsen concentration camg.

Apr. 28 Mussolini execated by ltalian
partisans.

Apr. B Amenican amty Bbemtes Dachan
concentraton camp.

Apt. 23-3 Ravensbruock concentration
carnp liberated.

Apr. 30 Hitler commits suicide in Berdin.

May 2 Soviet troops capture Berfin,
May 3 Nazis hand over Theresienstads
to the International Red Crosa.
May 5 Amercan army Eberates Mau-
thamsen concentration Camp.
May 7 Mazi Germany surrenders; end
of Wordd War IT in Europe.

Ang. W Fapan surrenders; end of Wird
War [L

Nov. 20 First major Nuremberg War

1946

Oct. 1 Conchomion of first major Nurem-
berg Triala: twelve MNezis to be exe-
cuted, three sentenced to lie impris-
oorment, four receve Vanoms prison
terms, and three are scquitted.

Oct 16 Execution of Maz war criminals,

1948
May 14 State of Israel esmblished.

Ehini:b..'iml‘.t. I8 Them B Remenies The
Sy o e Flnkoomert Hoemn: Little Breramn mmed
Comnparry, 1924,

Gutmman, leued (), o e et

1 h“ﬁ:ﬂfhi o dhe
Jemm Mew Yoo Flolmes ond Beier, 1

Hﬂm&fﬁw fﬁm?
in
Mew Yook Beechitirst Pross,



HANDOUT 3
Name; Date: Period:

Kristallnacht: Discussion Questions from Readings

Directions. After reading the assigned selections, answer the following questions. Use the back
of this page or a separate sheet of paper if you need more space.

1. What was the incident that the Nazis used as an excuse for the Kristallnacht riots?

2. Describe the different ways Jews were attacked during and as aresult of Kristallnacht.

3. How did the Nuremberg Laws of 1935 attack Jews?

4. List at least 4 other restrictions placed on Jews by discriminatory laws.

5. What did the Nazis begin to do to the Jews of Germany in October of 1941?

6. What did the police order German Jews to do beginning on September 1, 19417

7. Describe the damaging effects of the Nazi requirement for Jews to wear a star badge.

8. How did some people fight back against the intent of the decree? List one way for Jews and
another for non-Jews.

9. Why do you think the man describing theriot in Dislaken was bitter toward the police?

10. How do you think he felt about the bystanders? Explain why you think this was so.




HANDOUT 4

RIOTS OF KRISTALLNACHT * —
HEYDRICH'S INSTRUCTIONS, NOVEMBER 1938

Secret

Copy of Most Urgent telegram from Munich, of November
10, 1938, 1:20 AM.

To

All Headquarters and Stations of the State Police

All Districts and Sub-districts of the SD

Urgent ! For immediate aftention of Chief or his deputy!

Re: Measurer apainst Jews tondgla

Following the attempt on the life of Secretary of the Legation
vom Rath in Paris, demonstrations against the Jews are to be
ﬂpmlndinallputa-nlthnﬂzi{:hiuﬂumuneufﬂumuﬂng
night, November 9/10, 1938. The instructions below are (o be
applied in dealing with these events:

1. TEeEhHsnfthaSmtaPnﬁuc,mthﬁrdnpmmmm
immediately upon receipt of this telegram contact, by telephone,
the political leaders in their areas — Gauldrer or Kreislelter —
Who have jurisdiction in their districts and arrange a joint
meeting with the inspector or commander of the Order Police
to discuss the arrangements for the demoostrations, At these
discussions the political leaders will be informed that the German
Police has reccived instructions, detailed below, from the Reichs-
fiilhrer 53 and the Chief of the German Police, with which
the political feadership is requested to coordinate its own measures:

8} Only sech measures are to be taken ss do not endanger
German lives or properly (i.c, synagogues are o be burned
down only where there is. po danger of fire in neighboring
buildings).

b) Places of business and apartments belonging to Jews may
be destroyed bt not looted, The police is instructed to
supervise the observance of this order and to arrest looters.

¢} In commercial streets particular care is to be taken that
non-Jowish businesses are completely protected against damage.

d) Foreign citizens—even if they are Jews —are not to be
molested,

2. On the assumption that the guidelines detailed under para. 1
are observed, the demonstrations are not to be prevented by
the Police, which is only to supervise the observance of the
guidelines.



4. The control of the measures of the Securlty Police conceming
the demonstrations against the Jews is vested in the organs of
the State Police, unless inspectors of the Security Police have
given their own instructions, Officials of the Criminal Police,
mmhanntﬂmﬂl}.'ufﬂmﬂﬂmﬂmﬂﬂuﬁhml
mrhuuudtnhrrjomthnmmukmhythﬁmdtr
Police. .
3. As soon as the course of events during the night permits
the release of the officials required, as many Jews in all districts
——especially the rich—as can be accommodated in existing
prisons are to be arrested. For the time being only healthy
male Jews, who are not too old, are to be detained, After the
detentions have been carried cut the appropriate concentration
camps are to be contacted immediately for the prompt accom-
modation of the Jews in the camps. Special care is to be taken
that the Jews arrested in accordance with these instructions
are not ill-treated. . .
signed Heydrich,
88 Gruppenfilhrer

P8 — 3051,
* “Night of the Broken Glass.”



HANDOUT 5

5
DESCRIFTION OF THE RIOT AT DINSLAKEN

.«.1 recognized a Jewish face. In a few words the stranger
explained to me: “1 am the president of the Jewish community
of Disseldorf. I spent the night in the waiting-room of the
Gelsenkirchen Railway Station. I have only one roquest—let
me teke reluge in the orphanage for & short while, While I
was traveling to Dinslaken I heard in the train that anii-Semitic
riots had broken out everywhere, and that many Jews had been
arrested.  Syndgogues everywhere are burpingl™

With anxiety 1 listened 1o the man's story; suddenly he said
with 8 trombling voice: “No, T won't come inl 1 can't be safe
in your bousel We are all lostl * With these words he disappeared

into thndnkﬁ:gmﬁ:hultavd]mﬂummﬂng_lm
saw him again,

In spitc of this Job's message 1 forced mysell mot to show
any sign of emotion. Ounly thus could T avoid a state of panic
among the children and tutors. Nonetheless I was of the opinion
that the young studenis should be prepared to brave fhe storm
of the spproaching catasirophe. About 7:30 AM, 1 ordered 46
people — among them 32 children — into the dining hal of

institulion and told them the following in a simple and

know, last night a Herr vom Rath, a member of
Embassy in Paris, was assassinated. The Jews are
responsible for this murder. The high tension in the political
is now being direcled against the Jews, and during the
hours there will certainly be anti-Semitic
happen even in our town, It is my fecding and my
German Jews have never experisnced such
Middle

we

the Ages, Be strongl Trust in Godl

am sure we Wwill withstand even these hard times, Nobody
ain th

Hi

FREEE

the uimost precision. The frightened and fearful
cris of the children resounded through the building. In s
stentorian voice 1 shouted: “Children, go out -into the strest
immediately!” This advice was certainly contrary to the order
of the Gestapo. I thought, however, that in the street, in a
public place, we might be in less danger than inside the house.
The children immediately ran down a emall staircase af the
hﬂ.mﬂﬂﬂlﬁmﬂﬂlﬂﬂlhlurmﬂ—dmhathemldm
wel weather, We tried 1o reach the next street crossing, which



DOCUMENTS OM THE HOLOCAUST

wak close o Dinslaken’s Town Hall, where | intended to ask
for police protection. About ten policemen were stationed here,
reafon  encugh for & sensation-seeking mob to await the nemt
development, This was nol very long in coming: the senior
police  officer, Frethahn, shouted at us: "Jews do not pget
protection from osl Vacale the arca dogether with your childres
as quickly as possiblel™ Freihahn them chased us beck to a
side street in the direction of the backyard of the orphanage.
As 1 was umable to hand over the key of the back gate, the
policeman drew his bayonet and forced open the door, [ then
said 1o Freihahn: “The best thing is to kill me and the children,
then our ordeal will be over quickly!™ The officer responded
to my “suggestion™ merely with cypical laughter, Frothahn then
drove afl of us to the wet lawn of the orphanage garden, He
gave us strict orders not to leave the place under any circumstances,
Facing the back of the bullding, we were able to waich how
everything in the house was being systematically destroyed
under the supervision of the men of law and order — the police.

At ghort intesvals we could hear the crunching of glass or

the hammering against wood as windows and doors were broken,
Books, chairs, beds, lsbles, lnen, chesis, parts of a plano, a
radiogram, and maps were thrown throngh aperures in the
wall, which a short while agoe bad been windows or doom.

In the meantime the mob standing around the bullding had
prown to several hundred. Among these poopls | recognized
some familiar faces, suppliers of the orphanage or trades-people,
who only a day or a week carlier had been happy to deal
with us as customers. This time they were passive, watching
the destroction without much emotion. _
At Ik15 AM. we heard the wailing of sirensz! We noticad
a heavy cloud of smoke billowing vpward. Tt was obvious from
the direction it was coming from that the Mazis had set the
synagngue on fire. Very soon we saw smoke-clouds dsing up,
mixed with sparks of fire, Later 1 noticed that some Jewish
houses, close to the synagogue, had mlso been set alight nnder
the empert guidance of the frebrigade. Its prosence was a

GERMANY AND AUSTREA

necessity, since the fremen had to save the homes of the
non-Jewish neighborhood. . .

In the schoolyard we had to wait for some time. Several
Jews, who had escaped the previous arrest and deporiation Lo
concentration camps, joined our gathering, Many of them, mosily
women, were shabbily dressed, They told me that the brown
hordes had drven them out of their homes, ordered them to
Jeave everything behind and come al once, umder Mazi guard,
to the schoolyard. A stormirooper in charge commanded some
bystanders to leave the schoolyard “since there I8 no point in
even jooking af swch scum [™

In the meantime our “family” had increased to 90, all of
whom were placed in & small ball in the school Nobody was
allowed 1o leave the place. Men considersd physically fit were
called for doty, Only thoss over 60 —among them people
of 75 years of nge — were allowad to siay, Very soon we learned

Y.5 Herx, “Krinallnacht st the Dinsloken Orphassge,” Yod Vashem
Fmdles, X1, 1576, pp. M35,



HANDOUT 6
Name; Date: Period:

The Victims of the Nazis: Oral Report Summary Sheet
Directions: Fill out the following chart with brief descriptions about each group report.

Name of Group | Reason for Nazi Discriminatory Acts
Persecution Suffered

Do these groups have anything in common besides victimization at the hands of the Nazis?




