Unit Four: Jewish Resistance

Background Information for Teachers:

When studying about the Holocaust, students frequently ask, “Why didn’t the Jews fight back?”
It may appear at first glance that Jews didn’t resist, but thisis not true. They resisted as much as
any other group under Nazi occupation. Most often, they had to act under circumstances that
could hardly have been less suited for such activities. They used the methods available to them
according to local situations and individual circumstances. Resistance was usually carried out
against great odds and with incomplete information about the overall situation. They had little or
no outside help and often had to contend with the anti-Semitism of others who were also under
occupation.

There are severa problems with the question, “Why didn’t the Jews fight back? Key lessons
about the Holocaust emerge from | egitimate responses to this question.

1. Which Jews? (Part One) The Holocaust did not descend upon all Jews in the sasmeway. The
situation facing German Jews developed slowly over the course of a decade. They loved
their country and many couldn’t give it up easily, in spite of Nazi rule. The situation facing
eastern Jews was very different. They faced invaders and occupiers. Even so, they couldn’'t
necessarily rely on non-Jews for assistance. Some helped, but traditional anti-Judaism
poisoned the attitudes of many others who should have been natural allies against a common
enemy. In some areas, Jews had only days or weeks to understand the nature of events, since
the Nazis imposed their destructive program much more quickly under occupation than they
did in Germany. In Western Europe, Jews were accepted in national resistance groups, but
distinctions were often made between “ native” and “foreign” Jews.

2. Which Jews? (Part 2) Jews across Europe were not a homogeneous group. There were
various political, social, economic, and religious philosophies among Jews. Many of these
overlapped with non-Jewish groups as well. The way that a person or group chose to
respond to the Nazis naturally arose out of their overall worldview, not just their religious
identity.

3. Which Jews? (Part Three) Jews are also individuals. Each person had to respond according
to hisher own abilities and circumstances. Age, gender, family status, occupation, and
specific personality traits all played a part in helping a person decide what to do. Obviously,
it isridiculous to oversimplify the topic of Jewish resistance to the Holocaust by framing it as
asingle question, such as“Why didn’t the Jews fight back?’

4. What was the goal of resistance? Some people think of resistance only in terms of military
fighting. For most Jews, the goal was individual and collective survival, not killing the
enemy. They had no army. They were greatly outnumbered and out-gunned. Military
resistance, except in places where guerrilla activity was possible, was suicidal.
Consequently, fighting resistance usually occurred only after the Nazi mass murder program
became known. With survival eliminated as unlikely, resistance often became a choice of the
manner of death.

5. The question, “Why didn’t the Jews fight back?’ is somewhat disrespectful. It implies that
Jews didn’t respond as they should have or as we would have. The question hints at the idea
that there is something wrong with them - that they are fundamentally different from the rest
of us. This brings us perilousdly close to the Nazi lies and stereotypes that disparaged Jews.
As teachers, we must help students see through such distortions. It would be tragic if
Holocaust education perpetuated the very ideas that made the Holocaust possible in the first
place.



It may be easier to think about Jewish resistance during the Holocaust if we look at the various
types of resistance. There were basically two types of resistance and two modes of application.

e Active resistance describes doing something to thwart the enemies goals.

e Passiveresistance describes arefusal to act - not doing what the enemy wants.

e Both types of resistance can be carried out in direct or indirect modes. Direct resistance
iscarried out against the enemy. Indirect resistanceis carried out in support of the
oppressed individual or community.

These categories represent a paradigm of resistance. They are not mutually exclusive. There are
many acts of resistance that would fit into more than one category. The main goal of this model
isto broaden our thinking to recognize the validity of the various resistance strategies. The
following chart illustrates some resistance possibilities.

Active Passive
Dir ect e TheWarsaw Ghetto Uprising e Refusing to report for
e Death Camp revolts at Treblinka, Sobibor, deportation
and Auschwitz e Hiding
e Fighting as Jewish partisans and as e Refusing to wear the
members of national resistance groups Jewish star / Concealing
Jewish identity

e Sabotage during labor projects

Indirect | ¢ Smuggling supplies or information into e Survival — Refusal to

the ghetto or camp give up in spite of
: . e conditions designed to
. FI)Darlsglruscl ng or obtaining false identification lead to death

e Engaging in clandestine religious,
educational, or cultural activitiesin spite
of prohibitions

e Escaping from camps, ghettoes, or Nazi-
occupied areas




Brainstorming Activity
This activity is designed to be an introduction to the topic of Jewish resistance to the Holocaust.
Unfortunately, some people have the idea that Jews didn’t fight back against what the Nazis were

trying to do to them. Others may recognize examples of Jewish resistance, but define it much
too narrowly.

Objectives:

Students will:

1.  Brainstorm alist of activities that they think should be labeled as resistance.
2. Broaden their definition of resistance by defining its goals.

3. Broaden their understanding of resistance by considering the feasibility of various acts
under prevailing circumstances.

Materials:
The only item needed for this activity is the Jewish Resistance Possibilities Chart. Y ou may

choose to give students copies of the chart, or you may prefer to use alarger version on the
chalkboard or overhead projector.

Procedures:

1 Begin by asking students to define what “Resistance” means. Write afew of the
suggestions on the board.

2. Using the student definitions as a starting point, ask students to define what they think is
meant by the phrase, “ Jewish resistance to the Holocaust”. Most suggestions will probably
have to do with fighting, at least at first. Some students may begin to add nuancesto the
definitions that suggest a broader range of meaning.

3. Now ask students to brainstorm alist of all the activities they can think of that would fit
their definitions.

4, Now that you have alist, you can begin helping students to broaden their understanding of
Jewish resistance. You can do thisin two ways.

o First, ask studentsto list all of the possible goals Jews might have had under the
circumstances of Nazi rule. There are quite afew reasonable goals to be suggested.
Trying to achieve any of them can legitimately be called resistance.

e Second, introduce the resistance model on the transparency sheet. Give plenty of
examples (not related to the Holocaust or war) to illustrate what is meant by “active”,
“passive”’, “direct”, and “indirect”. A good source for examples would be a football
game. Passing for atouchdown against the other team would be “ active-direct”.
Working hard in practice to become a better player would be “active-indirect”. Not
responding to a provocation by an opposing player (so that he draws the penalty flag, not
you) would be “passive-direct”. Resting between plays would be “passive-indirect”.



5. Use the transparency or draw the chart on the chalkboard. Ask studentsto place their
earlier suggestions into the appropriate spaces on the chart. Accept new suggestions for
categories that were not previously well represented.

6. If you have time remaining, write the following poem on the chalkboard:
Blessed is the Match

Blessed is the match consumed
in kindling flame.

Blessed is the flame that burns
in the secret fastness of the heart.

Blessed is the heart with strength to stop
its beating for honor’s sake.

Blessed is the match consumed
in kindling flame.

The author of this poem was Hannah Senesh. She was a Hungarian Jewish girl. Asaresult
of growing anti-Semitism in Europe, she decided to go to Palestinein 1939. She would have
been safe from the Nazis there, but when Germany invaded her country in 1944, she joined the
British paratroopers. She was dropped behind enemy lines with the mission of aiding the
resistance in Hungary. Just before she went into Hungary, she gave this poem to a friend.
Unfortunately, she was captured, tortured, and finally executed, but never revealed the secrets
the Nazis were seeking. What types of resistance did she engage in?

Extension Activity:

After reading and interpreting the poem above, ask students for suggestions on how they can join
in the resistance to the Holocaust today. One possible answer isto remember and honor the
victims whom the Nazis sought to dehumanize and destroy. Students could write short poemsin
honor of specific Holocaust victims to preserve their memory.



Resistance in Diaries and Documents
We may study the efforts of Jewish resistance fighters, but understanding is difficult,
because our lives and circumstances are so different from theirs. One way we can try to bridge
this gulf isto see resistance through their eyes —to read about it through their words. This

activity is designed to help students gain insight into Jewish resistance by allowing them to
encounter it in the immediacy of primary source documents.

Objectives:

Students will:

1. Read primary source accounts from and about Jews engaged in “fighting” resistance.
2. Analyze the conditions under which resistance was carried out.

3. Evaluate resistance activities for effectiveness and possible alternatives.

Materials:

1. Handouts: “Diaries and Documents of Resistance - Readings# 111 (Handout 1) , 138

(Handout 2), 209 (Handout 3) 145 (Handout 4) and 210 (Handout 5 reprinted from
Documents on the Holocaust, Y ad VVashem, 1981.

2. Worksheet: “Discussion Questions from Diaries and Documents of Resistance” (Handout 6
— two pages)

3. Thetext — Tell Them We Remember: The Story of the Holocaust

Procedur es;

1. Introduce the subject by reading the short selections on pages 70, 72, and 74 from Tell Them
We Remember: The Story of the Holocaust, or summarize the content.

2. Introduce the activity by telling students that they are going to learn about Jewish resistance
through the words of people who were there. Give the following background information
about the quotes:

e Thefirst (#111) isfrom the diary of Emanuel Ringelblum describing the girls who were
couriers for the “Underground”

e Thesecond (#138) and third (#209) are public appeals to support the resistance from the
fighting organizations in the Warsaw and Vilna Ghettos, respectively.

e Thefourth (#145) isthe last letter of Mordecai Anielewicz, Warsaw Ghetto Revolt
Commander

o Thefifth (#210) isfrom the diary of a partisan fighter in the forests.

3. Read the quotations aloud or have students read them silently.
4. Pass out the worksheet and allow students time to complete the questions.

5. Discusstheresponsesin class.



Extension Activities:

1. The movie Escape from Sobibor is an excellent portrayal of the prisoner revolt in the
Sobibor death camp. It can be borrowed from the Holocaust Memoria Center, but should
also be available at any commercial video rental store. It is 120 minutes long, so you might
encourage interested students to obtain the movie and view it at home.

2. You may want to have students examine maps #20 and 21 from the Holocaust: Maps and
Photographs to analyze the impact of geographic factors on resistance activities.

3. Document # 211 from Documents on the Holocaust gives a much more detailed ook at
partisan activities. The brief action reports give good insight into the types of resistance that
the partisans were able to carry out.




“Spiritual Resistance” in Poetry and Song

The term “ spiritual resistance” is often used to describe religious, educational, and cultural
activities designed to sustain the Jewish community in the face of Nazi oppression. Itis
sometimes considered to be the opposite of fighting, but in reality, the two are complimentary.
Resistance fighters in the ghettoes and in partisan groups faced many difficulties. The most
obvious were the superior numbers, supplies, and weaponry of the enemy. Trying to persevere
in the face of these obstacles was a daunting task. It was vital for the peoplein these
circumstances to keep up their morale. Music and other creative arts played avital rolein this
struggle and gives us an opportunity to gain insight into their lives that goes deeper than an
historical account of their deeds.

Objectives:
Students will:
1. Examinetherole of music and lyricsin communication, persuasion, and inspiration.

2. Interpret the songs as primary sources, analyzing the lyrics, instrumentation, and
circumstances of composition for insight into the situation facing the resistance fighters.

3. Seek out and bring to class contemporary examples of music used to persuade and inspire.

M aterials:
1. CD Player
2. Rise Up and Fight: Songs of the Jewish Partisans

3. Handout Sheet with Lyrics - The Jewish Partisan (Handout 7), Never Say That You Have
Reached The Final Road (Handout 8)

4. “Spiritual Resistance” Worksheet (Handout 9)

Procedur es:

1. Introduce the topic by asking studentsto list reasons why people listen to music. Write the
list of responses on the board. The first responses will probably be entertainment oriented. If
necessary, ask students why Jewish resistance fighters might have listened to music.

2. Play the songs (#13 and #17 on the CD) through one time each before students have the
lyrics. Ask them to guess what the words are saying from the style of the music. Later, you
can inform the students that the music was not new, but they were Russian folk tunes adapted
to these lyrics.

3. Passout the handouts with the lyrics and the worksheet.

4. Play the songs again and ask students to answer the questions on the “ Spiritual Resistance”
worksheet.

5. Discussthe worksheet responses.

Extension Activity:




Ask students to find examples of contemporary music that are used to persuade or inspire. Have

them bring samples to classto share. Don't forget to set appropriate limits to guide studentsin
their selections.

If any students want to, allow them to compose a short musical and lyrical phrase dealing with a
subject of their choice.



Jewish Resistance - Jewish Resistance: Group Project

The study of Jewish resistance to the Holocaust becomes more meaningful when itsvariety is
appreciated.

Objectives:

Students will:

1.

Conduct research together with a group of fellow students into a specific sub-topic of Jewish
resistance, using the text, The Holocaust: A History of Courage and Resistance as a starting
point.

2. Prepare material based on research for a class presentation.

3. Compare research results with those from other student groups to draw general conclusions
about the possibilities and efficacy of Jewish resistance.

4. Recognize the impact of the topic of resistance on asserting the dignity and humanity of the
victims,

Materials:

1. Thetext, The Holocaust: A History of Courage and Resistance by Bea Stadtler

2. The Documentary Photo Aids collections (in the trunk) Caution: Be sure to preview these
photos. Take out any you are not comfortable having students view or use.

3. Resistance during the Holocaust — produced by the United States Hol ocaust Memorial
Museum and found in the packet of USHMM materialsin the trunk. The mini-postersin the
packet may be useful, too.

4. Any other materials from the trunk, the school library, public libraries, or any other available
source to facilitate research.

5. Handout: Oral Report Summary Sheet (Handout 11)

Procedures:

1. Set up independent workstations in your classroom so students can use materials from the
trunk to do research and prepare their group project reports. Library and Internet sources can
be used as well.

2. Introduce this activity by telling students that they are going to do research about the many
people and groups that resisted the Holocaust. Tell them that they will be preparing oral
reports to present in class.

3. Inform students that each group report will consist of the following:

o ldentification and explanation of the type of resistance the group studied.
« Explanation of the specific acts of resistance involved.
o Explanation of the difficulties, dangers, and dilemmas faced in this type of resistance.



o Brief descriptions of several individuals or group members engaged in this type of
resistance and what happened to them. First hand accounts or recollections would be a
great addition to this part of the report.

o Display of any visual aids that illustrate the materia in the report (i.e. an appropriate
photo from the trunk collection, mini-poster set, “Maps and Photos’ book, etc.) Note:
Every group may not be able to find appropriate visuals.

4. Each report should last from 5 to 15 minutes depending on the amount of available material
available to the group. Each member of the group should be responsible for one segment of
the report lasting from 1 to 3 minutes.

5. Allow studentsto group themselves by choosing atopic, or group the students yourself. You
will probably want to keep the number of studentsin each group fairly even (perhaps 3-5
students apiece). The resistance topics covered by the text are as follows:

Chapter 6:  Spiritual resistance carried out through the teachings and under the guidance
of Rabbis.

e Chapter 7: “Fighting Resistance” as seen in the example of Mordecai Anielewicz.

e Chapter 9: “Fighting Resistance” as seen in the example of Itzik Wittenberg and the
Joint Defense Committee in the Vilna Ghetto (Note: This chapter also
includes the concept of partisan fighters operating from bases in the forests.)

e Chapter 10: Resistance (strengthening the community) through help to the disadvantaged
as exemplified by Janusz Korczak and the Warsaw Ghetto Orphanage)

e Chapter 11: The Doctor Warriors
e Chapter 12: Women Fighters
e Chapter 13: The Underground Press

e Chapter 15: Resistance from within concentration camps (Note: This chapter deals with
the spiritual resistance of clandestine religious observances, but could be
broadened to include other acts of resistance from within camps.)

e Chapter 19: Resistance by Jewish fighters coming in to Nazi occupied territory from
outside.

e Chapter 20: Resistance through escape. This chapter deals exclusively with Jews leaving
Europe to go to Palestine, but could be broadened to include other
destinations as well. Though the motivations in going to another place may
not be completely the same as going to the land of Israel, both represented
moving beyond the reach of the Nazis.

The following resistance topics also represent good choices, but may require outside sources
to find enough research material:

e Jewish fightersin national resistance movementsin Western European countries.

e Resistance by hiding



e Resistance by concealing Jewish identity and/or helping othersto do so.

o Specific Jewish resistance groups (i.e. The Bielski Partisans, The Herbert Baum Group in
Germany, €etc.)

Note to teachers. Obviously, the topics for this project are flexible in that they can be defined
broadly or with a high degree of specificity. Thereisa considerable degree of overlap to the
information in the text chapters. Also, the activity can be brief (using only the text and the
students’ responses to the questions at the end of the chapters) or extensive (involving much
independent research and work outside of class).

6. Allow studentstime to work on their research and presentations.

7. Onthe day that you choose for the group presentations, pass out the “Oral Report Summary
Sheet”. Instruct studentsto fill it out with brief responses during the oral reports.

Extension Activity:

Studying Jewish resistance to the Holocaust may create interest in other “freedom fighters’ from
other times and places. For example, the activities of the Jewish “underground press’ may evoke
interest in figures from diverse periods in American history (i.e.-John Peter Zenger, Thomas
Paine, Elijah Love oy, Frederick Douglass, William Lloyd Garrison, Upton Sinclair, etc.)
Students should be encouraged to pursue these “parallel” interests. Theideais not to draw direct
comparisons between different eventsin history, but to further explore the motivations and
actions of people struggling for justice.



Handout 1

111

THE GIRL COURIERS OF THE UNDERGROUND
MOVEMENT

Rl

May 19, 1942

The hberodic girds, Chajka [Grosman], Frumke [Plotnicka] and
others — theirs is a story that cafls for the pen of a great writer.
They are wventuresome, courageous girls who travel here and
there across Poland to cities and towns, carrying Aryan papers
which describe them as Polish or Ukrainian. Ope of them
even wears a cross, which she never Jeaves off and misses
when she is in the ghetto. Day by day they face the greatest
dangers, relying compleiely on their Aryan appearance and
the kerchiofs they tie around their heads. They accept the most
dangerous missions and carry them out without a mormur,
without a moment's hesitation. If there is oeed for someone
to travel to Vilpa, Bialystok, Lvov, Kowel, Lublin, Czestochowa,
or Radom to smugple in such forbidden things as illegal pubii-
cations, goods, money, they do it all as though it were the

. most natural thing. If thers are comrades to be rescued from

Vilna, Lublin, or other ciies, they take the job on themselves.
Mothing deters them, nothing stops them, If it is necessary lo
make friends with the German responsible for a train so as
to travel beyond the borders of the Government-General, which
is allowed only for people with special permits —they do it
quite simply, as though it were their profession., They travel
from city to city, where no representative of any Jewish institution
has reached, such as Volhynia and Lithuania, They were the
first to bring the pews of the tragedy in Vilma., They were the
first to take back messages of greeting and encouragement Lo
the survivors in Vilna, How many times did they lock death
mm the eye? How many times were they amrested and searched?
But their hck held. “Those who go on an errand of mercy
will meet no evil™ With what modesty and simplicity do they
deliver their reports on what they accomplished during their
travels on trains where Christians, men and women, were picked
up and taken away for work in Germany, Jewish women have
written a shining page in the history of the present World War:
The Chajkes and the Frumkes will take first place in this
history. These girls do not know what it is to rest. They have
hardly arrived from Czestochowa where they took forbidden
goods, and in 2 few hours they would move on again: they
do # without a moment's hesitation, and without a minute’s rest.

Ringelblum, I, pp. 35%-360.



Handout 2

CALIL TO RESISTANCE BY THE JEWISH FIGHTING
ORGANIZATION IN THE WARSAW GHETTO,
JANUARY 1943

To the Jewish Masses in the Ghetio

Omn January 22, 1943, six months will have passed since the
deporiations from Warsaw began. We all remember well the
days of terror during which 300,000 of ouor brothers and sisters
‘were cruelly put to death in the death camp of Treblinka Six
months have passed of life in constant fear of death, not knowing
what ihe nexi day may bring. We have recoived information
from all sides about the destruction of the Jews in the Government-
General, in Germany, in the occupied territories. When we listen
o this bitter news we wait for our own hour to come, every
day and every moment Today we must uwnderstand that the

Nazi murderers have let us live only bocanse they want to
make use of our capacity to work to oar last drop of blood
and sweat, to our last breath. We are slaves. Ami when the
slaves are po longer profitable, they are killed. Everyone among
os must understand that, and everyone among us must remember
it always.

During the past few wecks certain people have spread stories
about letters that were said to have been received from Jews
deported from Warsaw, who were said to be in labor camps
near Minsk or Bobruisk. Jews in your mexsses, do nor believe
these tales. They are spread by Jews who are working for the
Gestapo. The blood-stained murderers have a particular aim
in doing this: to reassure the Jewish population in order that
lnter the next deportation can be carried out without difficulty,
with a minmum of force and withoot losses to the Germans,
They want the Jews not to prepare hiding-places and not to
resist. Jews, do not repeat these lying tales,

Do not help the [Mazi] agents. The Gestapo's dastardly people
will get their just deserts. Jews in yowr masses, the hour is
near. You mumst be prepared to resist, not to give yoursclves
up like sheep 10 slaughter. Nor even ome Jew muxt go io
the train. People who carmnot resist actively must offer pozsive
resistarice, that ix, by hidosg. We have pow receoived information
from Lwvov that the Jewish Police there itself carried out the
deportation of 3,000 Jews. Such things will not happen again
in Warsaw. The killing of Lejkin proves it. Now our slogan
must be:

Let everyone be ready fo die like a man!

Jirusary [943

Arclhiwum Zydowskiego Instytutu Historpcznege w FPoiswce (Archives of
the Jowish Historical Institete in Poland), ARITS 333,



Handout 3

#7509  PROCLAMATION BY THE F.P.0. CALLING FOR REVOLT

o oy o peingnep s ) wdi) sousa 0 mosEmeq .,

LT 1Esumns0g] 835 .

THE'L I "EARRIY R

IN VILNA,; SEFTEMBER 1, 1%43 *
Jews, Frepares for Armed Resisianee !

The German and Lithoanisn hangmen have reached the gales
of the ghetto, They will murder us all They will take us, group
by growp, through the gates

That iz how they took them in their bundreds on the Day
yof  Atonement.

That Is how they took them at the time of the White, the
Yellow and the Pink papers.=*

Thar iz how they took our brothers, sisters, fathers, mothers,
our children,

That is how they took tens of thousands away to their death
Bur we will not go!

We will pot ler them take us like animals to slaughter.

Jews, prepare for armed resistance!

Do not believe the falss assorances of the murdersrs, do oot
beltieve the words of the traitors. Whoever iz taken through the
gate of the ghetto has only ooe road ahead — Pooary. And
Ponary is death,

Jeves, we have nothing to lose,

Death s certain. Who can still believe that he will survive
when the murderers kill systematically? The hand of the hangman
will reach oul t0 each of us, Meither hiding nor cowardice will
save lives,

Ordy armed rexstance can save owr fves and honor,
Brothers, it is betrer to jfall in banle in the ghetto than fo be
led like sheep to Fonary,

Enow that in the ghotio there 5 an organized Jewish force which
will rise up with arms in its hands

Rise up for the amed resistance !

Dont hide im the malines You will fall there like mice
the hands of the murderers.

Jewish masses

Owr imdee the strecis |

Those who have no arms get hold of an axe.

Those who haven't an axe take hold of an fron bar or a cudgel!
—  For owr murdered children,

-  For our paremts,

— For Porary,

Serike the murderers |

In every street, in every vard, in every rcom, within the ghetto
and omside the ghetto,

Strike the dogs!

Jews, we have nothing to lose. We can save owr lives omiy if
we kill the murderers.

Long live liberty! Long live armed resistance!

Death to the murdersrs!

Command Staff

United Partisans Organization — F.P.O. (Fareimikie Partizansr
Orpanizarsie)

Vilna Ghetio

September 1, 1943



Handout 4

145

THE LAST LETTER FROM MORDECAI ANIELEWICZ,
WARSAW GHETTO REVOLT COMMANDER,*
APRIL 23, 1943

It is impossible to put into words what we have been through.
One thing is clear, what happened exceeded our boldest dreams.
The Germans ran twice from the ghetto. One of our companies
held out for 40 minutes and another — for more than 6 hours.
The mine set in the “brushmakers” area exploded. Several of
'our companies attacked the dispersing Germans., Our losses in
manpower are minimal, That is also an achievement, Y [Yechiel]
fell. He fell a hero, at the machine-gun. I feel that grear things
are happening and what we dared do is of great, enormous
importance., . . .

Beginning from today we shall shift over to the partisan
tactic. Three battle companies will move out tonight, with
two tasks: reconnaissance and obtaining arms., Do you remember,
short-range weapons are of no use to us. We use such weapons
conly rarely. What we need urgently: grenades, rifles, machine-
guns and explosives.

It is impossible to describe the conditions under which the
Jews of the ghetto are now living. Only a few will be able to
hold out. The remainder will die sooner or later, Their fate
is decided. In almost all the hiding places in which thousands
are concealing themselves it is not possible to light a candle
for lack of air.

With the aid of our transmitter we heard a marvelous report
on our fighting by the “Shavit” radio station. The fact that
we are remembersd beyond the ghetto walls encourages us in
our struggie. Peace go with you, my friend! Perhaps we may
stil meet again! The dreamn of my life has risen to become fact.
Self-defense in the ghetto will have been a reality. Jewish armed
resistance and revenge are facts. 1 have been a witness to the
magnificent, hercic fighting of lewish men of battle.

M. Anidewicz
Ghetto, April 23, 1943

Di-!:mlunmmrhuﬂmumwmmzmm,mn

[ie., Warsaw, 1943, pp. 33.34,
* Written 1o Yitzhak Cuokierman



Handout 5

219

LIFE OF JEWISH PARTISANS AND JEWISH FAMILY
CAMPS IN THE FOREST, FROM A DIARY BY A
JEWISH PARTISAN, 1942-1943

Apgust 12, 1942

. .The idea of the forest returned and came to life. After the
second mass-murder all of us were certain that the Germans
made no difference botween one Jew and another... They
deceived the Judenrat and the Jewish Police when they promised
them that they would stay alive if they hclped fo carry out
ﬂn:h.nshlur,nndinﬂwq:ndﬂﬂyﬁuﬁlthﬂmtm,ﬂnnm”c
we began to search for ways of escepe outside the ghello. ..

The first 4o escape were Jews from the neighborhood MNaliboki
Forest. They disappearcd and nothing more was heard of them.
The people from Zhetl also went, to Lipiczanka Forest, and
they were joined by some from Nowogrodek, who returned
after a2 while to take with them their relatives and [riends.
From them we heard details of life in the forest. They have
arms,mn}rmrramutmks:}nﬁﬂmnmuwdiugmlh:
roads: the peasants are afraid of them and supply them with
food. There are Russian partisans in the forest who live on
gmdt:rmnwiﬂ!thelcwandﬂrr}fmrtjnintatmdmmm:
Germans with them.

Young boys of 15 to 17 snatch arms from the Germans
and fix stocks to pistols and rifles. A small group got together
and moved out 1o the Belskis, Two of them came back to
the ghetto, They would have nothing to do with anyone there,
and refused to speak to their former friends— weren't they
partisans? They went back to the forest and took with them
their relatives, wives aml acquaintances,

[1943]
As a result of our many attacks on the Germans in the area

of cur camp, a German assault was to be expected any day.

Information reached us that the Germans knew where we were.
The Staff decided to dissolve the scparaie groups and o
re-establish the Brigade.

At the beginping of April all the groups were ordered to
leave their valleys and move within 24 hours to Brozova Forest,
in Stara-Huta.

We packed our belongings, filled our knapsacks, and fastened
our blankets on top of them, The cooking gear and other
things were loaded on carts and we moved oot, The night
was cloudy and the sky full of rain. The damp penctrated inio
the very marrow of our bones, The dry, bare branches of the
young irees waved and bent hither and thither. Our thoughts
were black too, Many of us had been lost in our wanderings
from forest to forest, from base camp to base camp. They
had fallen, and who knew what awaited us at the next base?



Handout 6

Name: Date: Period:

Jewish Resistancein Diaries and Documents— Questions
Directions. Read the quotes contained in the handouts and answer the following questions.
1. List some of the jobsthe girl couriersdid in the “Underground”.

2. What were some of the dangers these girls faced?

3. Why do you think girls (and these girlsin particular) were well suited to their tasks?

4. Indocument 138, what argument does the author use to try to convince his readersto join the
resistance?

5. What lie does the author warn his readers about?

6. What two resistance choices does the author give his readers?

7. Inwhat way does the author of document 209 disagree with the author of # 138?

8. Compare the tone of # 138 and # 209. Which one seems more aggressive and confident?
Explain why this might be so. (Hint: A map of Eastern Europe gives one clue.)

9. Ashewritesthisletter, why is Mordecai Anielewicz justifiably proud?

10. What problems does he describe? How will the fighters' tactics change in response?




11. What “outside factor” encouraged Mordecai Anielewicz?

12. The Warsaw Ghetto fighters could not hold out forever. They were doomed. In light of this,
do you think the Warsaw Ghetto Revolt was a success? Explain your answer.

13. In document 210, how does the tone of the writing change between the 1942 entry and the
1943 one? What do you think accounts for this change?

14. What advantages did the partisans have over ghetto fighters?

15. What difficulties did partisans face?

16. Given the circumstances described in all of these documents, what other things do you think
people might have tried to resist the Nazis?




Handout 7

Lyrics: Shmerke Kaczerginski
Music: Anonymous

Yid, du partizaner
THE JEWISH PARTISAN

Set to the melody of a Russian folksong, Kaczerginski's texr dates from late 1943, during the
author’s term of service with the Voroshilov Brigade in the Byelorussian forest of Narocz.
Because of its ostensible security and relative distance from the action, the partisans’ stronghold

near Lake Narocz had earned the name *America.”

Fun di getos thse-vent- From the ghetto’s prison walls

In di velder fraye, Into the free forests,

Onshtot keym oyf di hent, In place of chains around my hands,
Kh'halt a biks a naye. [ carry a new rifle.

Owf di oyfgabes mayn fraynt On our rounds, this friend of mine
Kusht mir haldz on aksl, Hugs my neck and shoulder;

Mitn biks kh'bin nit fun hayat My rifle and I from this day

Fest tsunoyfgevaksn. Will be as one, united.

Veynik zaynen mir m tsol, Few are we n number now,
Drrayste vi milionen, Yet bold as many millions;

Raysn mir oyf barg un tol We blast away at hills and valleys,
Brikn, eshelonen. Convoys, columns, bridges.

Deer fashist fartsitert vert, The fascist trembles in s boots,
Veyst msht vu, fun vanen— He can't guess where we come from;
Shrurmen vi fun unter dr'erd- We charge at him from out of nowhere-
Yidn-partizaner. Jewish partisans!

S'vort “nekome” hot a zin, The word *revenge” means

Ven mit blut farshraybst im, When it's written down in blood;
Far dem heylikn bagin For our dawning, sacred day

Firn mir di shtraym. We'll fight on and on.

Neyn, mir veln keynmol zayn No, one thing we will never be
Letste mohikaner, Is “Last of the Mohicans”;
S"brengt der nakhi-di zumenshayn,  Bringing sunshine to the mght-
Deer yid—der partizaner! The Jew, the partisan!
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[A3H 21y 3 Peaquinsp ) wmpad siis smg)
B3 S 4t Jo] o 343 ) v |
SAE S48 30 Jacias speop - peay gy
e ety g parpeaa awe nad ey s s ‘o

{ia0s sy s -y w s suodeam g,
i Smnsdeyo0 waame pockden “doad ¢ jeg

[P B g o) o g m i1

HPoay] it 1oq ‘wniuse Huos ) G pes gua oy

e o =i s 9] 100 Baus Fos sy 1
“Houy 001 waep 3] e s 5 nscmn) P sy
X ) (. e i it yoep sy puy
"pyoc o4 A gy winy e s g o)

R 351 Jojea o pur desna ing)

'L 1 pong) o b bee faaye poy

e put HuRgns 1n0 | e 3900 3

RO LA 1 SAR) puk spuk) Smaped ‘i waiyg

PR 29 3 siesqmip 391 meepaud oo |
IR S 00 30 i 34 2 Je) a3
ORS00 a0 Lk pop o)

e [P ) papeaL 3are nod gey) e iy

O e 5041 o Wk plod ¥ pu g
o yuadplsdo satgn s s uiny

5 ki upigee sl wymsy oy
"ok ] o s e iz o oy

ety 1p ) s i ol py sy

" T BYELAE Yj0) € g )

"l op yi fhdog v any py ey g
iy g v 2 gl g

1o = Jop ung py sop ko o osed
Y A 94 U 1 o s o oy
“poleg e wpu e 2 g s 1)
"l ap tpun sy s 1 o

1M Sapn 'm0 1. usadigg
"V e s v 2,5 o )
‘i mpan o ed Eatpun 1w o0 wauiog
Aauy vy o sl 1 porpsiayed womd vy

[0 DR It SN yiod & a5
oy aymoqaisdo Bapus iy 2 iy
1 2o upnyre) 03l squy oy

e 0 e oy g

v rymgn aleozoud ‘o au o ‘muem e wy Apoja spQaUAp sy i doy

o 1| Sk Siy 0 U UE PR SIHOS WEIEINY Hb puey ¢ dyeuinsal] <wide

W) ey 3 sem 3, ‘opsiiazaey o Bipanay sisu0) g o) pedwsa ay aumns
o0 2y} “eiooieg ) dured Jeqe| 2 01 paisodap pae odegsan) g Ay paimdes sew ‘onagd
3} J0 180 Jaijagea o3 Sndwaiie Yy s K] Gep QRN A1 RIE S0 g

(261 mmibiizwy| “opagh

A4 o prasds poiie poy Juos ayp :aaisap o sof s o) dapssanau pou
s g 428y pumaiapaon ay fo sakg oo aq duos 5 ) aimudip
O pipriap uods siz)iowbpaay] st s un aposs poy Susadn owsisy
g el g 1) | “spanm s ) jaapunin iy g, puny
S passad | “qpivve 2q1 W0 O 342 24 J 1 123 sy Tduares ‘spant ag o
Ay 0 wodaq A4 e o a1 g agoyogemn gpns pu 3y saup
aus asapun | samygo asam sala sty warssou s pug s o dpgaund
Surs apy pios aq  Wjasop wasr, dyars b Ly packfons g op pxau )

11 A oy qums o O] s 0 s g 3 —
SRR "Mk gy i I —

capts i g durpumys a) sy pagons o oy | [‘san agg

] sy fo grds aq quon pasnijns ssn jwana agg o padso Ly Loy dopy
FIPLGIFAD 0 SO0 SNIPUAIID uF FSO0GING 9041 JjT TONIH MANE AN (g Spradpmy
uitd w0 0 paiiys am '[Eg | 54 Aopy fo Sueane 3y ) iy

1] sdgiag o fo swaf age sl o1 aavg ) tia,, Sutypuy uaon Lo
SO patfls syo0] 2 1oy poossapun woos (g pus—sn g o
Kifaped youy o wedaq 3y posos amo oo Buastadn g fo pany s
w5 ol ag), (SEON aq1 v woragas paner i pals anng upagh aessag
i)t Sima Swnourad aq ] [OlfaH] jOa), pumouTiapu i gt g s

A Aty 1 O8P) WP AND 4300 Wtk PASHID (it Py Oy 3|

SEEIR0, IUR(] OB DRI MY VDR TG AL CEICNEY A0 DL IVH) AYS WAAIN
YY) Y ssuk) dont wpszaq wap psiad up 2 oy o oy



Handout 9

Name: Date: Period:

“Spiritual Resistance” Worksheet: Partisan Songs

Directions. After listening to the two musical selections, answer the following questions. Y ou
may use the handouts with the lyricsto help.
Yid, du Partizaner (The Jewish Partisan)

1. Shmerke Kaczerginski wrote the words to this song while he was in the Voroshilov Brigade.
Why was their main camp nicknamed “America’ ?

2. What does the author call his“friend”? What does this suggest about his attitude?

3. What does he think makes the partisans effective fighters?

4. What kind of instrument was used in this song? Why do you think this instrument might be
popular with partisans living in the forest?

Zoq nit keynmol az du geyst dem letstn veg (Never Say That Y ou Have Reached the Final
Road)

5. What event inspired Hirsch Glik to write the words to this song?

6. Where was Hirsch living when he wrote this song? (Hint — He mentions being close enough
to the Nazis that they could look at each other.)

7. What do you think is meant by the line “ Though lead-gray clouds conceal blue skies above’?

8. What do you think is meant by the line “ The hour that we' ve longed for now draws near” ?

9. What do you think is meant by the lines *“But should tomorrow’ s sun await the dawn too
long, let this song ring out for ages yet to come”?

10. Who do you think is supposed to hear the message “We are here!” ?

11. What happened to Hirsch Glik?




Handout 10

Name: Date: Period:

Jewish Resistance: Oral Report Summary Sheet

Directions: Fill out the following chart with brief descriptions about each group report.

Individuals or Resistance Activities Difficulties, Dangers,
Group involved Dilemmas

Which types of resistance do you think were most effective? Explain your answer.




